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Open Hearts. Open Minds.  

Open Doors 

Our Lenten Journey 
 

Lent is a period of 40 days starting on Ash 

Wednesday leading us to Palm Sunday and 

the beginning of what the Church has called 

Passion Week. It is called Passion week for 

Jesus’ heart, his passion, is poured out 

through the Last Supper of Passover, his    

unfair trials and beatings, his grotesque death 

on a cross and finally his glorious               

resurrection. And as the Scriptures say, “…

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross… (Hebrews 12:2).” 

This is a glimpse of the picture of Jesus’    

passion for us and for all the created universe 

in which he has come to restore and to      

resurrect to newness of life.  

 

So, this is where the journey of Lent finds its 

fulfillment… “and now you know the rest of the 

story,” but what is Lent about? It is intentional 

time set apart for discipleship, spiritual        

formation, training in the ways of God, and  

fellowship with the Body of Christ. Historically, 

this is when the Church would have           

confirmation. Confirmation is the journeying of 

learning and growing in the faith of Christ. In 

Confirmation, we dive into the narrative and 

teachings of Scripture, we ask and discover 

the purpose of our own denominational  

teachings, and spiritual and formational    

practices of the faith of Christ.  
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Spring Cleaning? 
 

Consider donating unwanted items to the 

United Methodist Women garage sale. No 

TVs and no exercise equipment, please. 



Also, at the end of Lent, the Church would ini-

tiation, welcoming new disciples, into the 

Church, through the act of baptism. Baptism 

is a sacrament, a physical sign of the inward 

and spiritual reality of our faith and              

relationship in and with Christ. As the      

Scriptures say about the nature of baptism,  

 

“Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into death? We were buried therefore with him 

by baptism into death, in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might walk in newness 

of life.” (Romans 6:3-4) 

 

Therefore, in Lent, we teach and are taught 

and are formed through the fellowship of the 

Body of Christ and by spiritual practices such 

as baptism. As fellow pilgrims in Christ, we set 

apart these 40 days of Lent so that we might 

know our faith, our Scriptures, one another, 

and most importantly of Lord and God more 

deeply. So, may we journey together in Lent 

as we, “set apart, honor, Christ the Lord in our 

hearts…” (I Peter 3:15). Let’s call each other 

to love and to growth in our journey with and 

the Spirit to the heart of Jesus Christ.  

 

In Love, 

Rev. Braden Parks  

Imposition of Ashes for those  

who work from 6-6:30PM 

Offering taken on March 27 will go towards a 

memorial for Pastor Kelly Cox and Pastor 

Miley Palmer 

Good Friday: Seder Meal 

Friday, April 15, 6pm  

Bob Baker at 

Argenta UMC  



Birthdays 
 

March 1 Erma Lewis 

March 6 Marilyn Shroyer 

March 13 Jackie Meyer 

March 18 Jade Puckett 

March 19 Charlotte Morse 

March 28 Shirley Walker 

 

Anniversaries 
 

March 29 Bill & Jackie  

      Meyer 

Reflections 
by Karen Rivera 
 

When you attend worship service, do you   

expect to meet God? This was a question 

posed in a study guide about the book of 

Joshua. Pastor Karna has been leading a   

Bible study for several months via Zoom on 

the internet, and she asked us to consider this 

part of our lesson. 

 

“In what ways can we prepare ourselves 

ahead of time to encounter God in the       

worship service?” is a direct quote from the 

lesson. (JOSHUA:  A Comprehensive Verse-

to Verse  Exploration of the Bible, by Rev. 

Ray Newell, pastor of Westland UMC in    

Lebanon, TN). 

 

Each of us in the class had various             

responses, but my first thought was that I DO 

expect to meet God in worship. I shared the 

idea of having a few minutes of personal  

prayer at home to thank God for the blessings 

he has given to me. There are too many times 

that I have rushed getting ready to leave 

home to travel from the east side of town to 

the far west side. How important is it to do a 

couple of loads of laundry, wash the dishes, 

and take out the garbage before I leave? 

Does God care if I have taken the time to do 

all of those things? Not really. He cares about 

each of us and our relationship with Him.  

 

I am trying to understand His plan for me and 

how I can live my life in a meaningful manner. 

Lord, be with each of us every day and help 

us to be the people and the congregation you 

want us to be. In Jesus name. Amen. 

16th Annual Soup Supper  
& Cake Auction 

 

Sample all of the soups,  

then have  bowl of your favorites. 

 

Tickets: 

Adults  $7 

6-12 yrs.  $4 

5 & under Free 



The More You Know 
by Jenny Garver 

 

No matter how old or how young we are, there 

is always an opportunity to learn something 

new. Some learn better from listening, some 

from seeing, some from reading & writing, and 

others through hands-on activities. When it 

comes to delving into the written Word,     

everyone has a different style that works best 

for them.  

 

For me, sitting down to read the Bible by itself 

is like trying to read Shakespeare or ancient 

Greek. It doesn't always make sense. I need 

additional information to help me absorb the 

information. The Bible Project on YouTube is 

a great resource and has some really good 

videos that help to outline the keys points of 

each book of the Bible. Books are another  

great resource. I have read two books in the 

last few months by Shauna Letellier. I was  

impressed that she would take a section of 

scripture and transport the reader into the 

scene for a first person view of the story. Then 

follow up the story with how the scripture  

message relates to our own lives. I liked the 

visual aspect of jumping into the story, which 

helped me gain an better understanding of the 

passage. 

 

Bible studies are also another way to gain a 

new perspective. Bible studies can be done 

as a group or even individually. In January, I 

worked through the Women Living Well Bible 

Study on Ecclesiastes. I found this in-depth 

study to be really interesting. Ecclesiastes is 

said to be written by King Solomon and 

peaked my interest in learning more about 

Proverbs (also written by him). The next book 

on my list is “In Search of  Wisdom” by Joyce 

Meyer to explore the book of Proverbs. 

 

What is your learning style and how are you 

expanding your spiritual knowledge? 

Prayer List 

Lesley Albert & Family 

Malvia Sherwood 

Erma & Donovan Lewis 

Barbara Boyd 

Don Wall 

Matthews & Sisson Family 

Carr Family 

Carls Family 

Family of Pastor Kelly Cox 

Family of Pastor Miley Palmer 

Articles for the April issue of the Crusader 

will be due on March 21. Please email       

articles to NewsletterChristUMC@gmail.com 

or turn in to Jenny Garver. Thank you. 


