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to save us; to transform every aspect 
of our lives.  

Refrain: 
I will arise and go to Jesus; 
he will embrace me with his arms; 
in the arms of my dear Savior, 
O there are ten thousand charms. 

These words are words of action. I will 
arise and journey to Jesus. And when I 
do, every step he embraces me with 
His love and grace and in His arms are 
blessings which He graciously pours 
out on us.  

The song continues with these words: 

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome, 
God’s free bounty glorify; 
true belief and true repentance, 
every grace that brings you nigh.  

 

This line builds upon the invitation of 
Matthew 11:28-29. But I love the last 
line, “every grace that brings you 
nigh.” Not only do we experience the 
grace of God as we walk with Him, but 
grace is the reason that we can walk to 
Him in His place. Said differently, it is 
God’s grace in Christ that allows us to 

(written by Rev. Parks) 

Recently, I had a wonderful con-
versation with a friend of mine. We are 
talking about songs and the beauty of 
music. We discussed the hymnal and 
other worship music and the words 
that proclaim the truths of God. And 
so in this article, I will be talking about 
one of my favorite hymns in our hym-
nal. The song is #340 Come Ye Sin-
ner.  

Here are the opening words: 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 
weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
full of pity, love, and power. 

 

These words remind me of Matthew 
11:28-29 

“Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.” 

These are words of invitation. Jesus 
welcomes us to a life of rest—of eter-
nal Shalom. He invites us to lay down 
ourselves at His feet. For He is ready 
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hear His invitation of 
love.  

Come ye weary, 
heavy laden, 
lost and ruined by the 
fall; 
if you tarry till you’re 
better, 
you will never come at 
all. 

 

This is the hardest 
stanza of the entire 
song. For it says 
these words, “If you 
tarry till you’re bet-
ter, you will never 
come at all.” We 
want to come clean 
before God; we want 
all our mess to be 
done away with be-
fore we come into His 
presence. But Jesus 
says, “Don’t wait, 
come. Come to me 
with all your mess. 
The darkest of your 
hearts and lives will 
not deter my love 
away from you. Come 
as you are.” The reali-
ty is there will be 
something we need 
healing from and 
therefore we will al-
ways have mess in 
our lives. But God 
wants our mess be-
cause He desires us.  

Hear the last words of 

the song: 

Let not conscience 
make you linger, 
nor of fitness fondly 
dream; 
all the fitness he 
requireth 
is to feel your need 
of him 
 

The song ends with 
telling us about 
what God requires 
of us to come to 
Him. Ultimately, all 
that is needed is to 
know and to feel 
the desperation of 
God Himself. We 
only need to desire 
God and His grace 
and His presence 
in our lives. This is 
the beauty of Je-
sus’ invitation. He 
says, “Come…
wherever you are. 
And I will be with 
you.”  

This song has been 
a reminder of the 
love, grace of God 
in my life. I pray 
that this song is en-
couraging and finds 
you where you are 
today.  

 

 



BRING YOUR BEST IDEAS TO   

THE ALL CHURCH PLANNING MEETING  

ON NOVEMBER 6 AT 8:30 AM! 

WE WILL BE TAKING EVERYONE’S SUG-

GESTIONS FOR ACTIVITIES, OUTREACH, 

AND FUND RAISING. 

WE NEED NEW IDEAS TO ATTRACT MEM-

BERS TO OUR CHURCH AND TO HELP OUR 

PRESENT MEMBERS INVOLVED IN THE 

MISSION OF THE CHURCH. (written by KR) 
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Matthews and Sisson Families 
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George and Mila 

PRAYER LIST 

REMEMBER WHEN…… 

 Our church had a turkey din-

ner, with all the trimmings, dur-

ing mid-November, Tom Pullin 

(deceased) always recruited 

the turkey bakers; as I remem-

ber this event, there must have 

been 4 to 5 turkeys and more 

food than we could ever con-

sume. 

 We decorated the sanctuary 

with the children placing the 

Chrismons on the tree while 

someone read the symbolism 

of several ornaments, 

 After decorating the sanctuary 

and church, we met in Fellow-

ship Hall for turkey salad sand-

wiches ( left over turkey from 

the dinner was used to make 

turkey salad) and chips fol-

lowed by singing Happy Birth-

day to Jesus. This was fol-

lowed by birthday cakes pre-

pared by several people from 

the congregation. 

 Decorating the church was a 

fun event, not a chore. 

 We collected mittens, gloves, 

hats, and scarves for DOVE or 

North East Community Fund.. 

 We collected food for Christ-

mas baskets prepared by 

North East Community Fund. 



Many of our members have passed. 

Some have left for other reasons. Are 

we up to the task of helping our church 

continue, or are we just too tired to do 

anything except warm a seat in our 

pew?  

I take responsibility for not doing as 

much as I used to do because of health 

concerns. That is also true of others. 

Even though we want to do all the 

things we were able to do ten or twenty 

years ago, the years are ticking away.  

When our church  was  a young and vi-

brant congregation, we were known as 

the chicken dinner church. We raised 

funds to expand and improve the 

church. Bob Patterson was one of the 

chicken fryers. This was accomplished 

outside, and then the chicken was car-

ried into the church. Remember that this 

was a weekly event. 

We don’t have the manpower to do any-

thing like that, but various members 

have been brainstorming to think of 

fundraising events. I am not going to list 

them because I don’t want to forget any-

one. 

There are several people who continue 

to work tirelessly, and they are appreci-

ated. On the other hand, how many 

times do we verbally or publicly thank 

them for their service? 

There are many more activities that we 

used to do. Times must change as our 

congregation ages. We need new mem-

bers to re-energize us!!!  KR 

What kind of a week have you had? 

Have you learned anything new or ac-

complished a goal that has been on your 

mind? 

The goal has been on my mind for about 

five years. During that time, I have 

bought my cemetery plot, had my head-

stone engraved and set, and updated 

my will. 

The next piece of the goal was to pre 

arrange my funeral. I asked Jenny 

Garver for some tips since she had 

helped plan several family services in 

the past few years. Jenny had many 

helpful points to share with me, and I ap-

preciate that very much. It is wonderful 

to be able to network with others instead 

of trying to figure out everything by my-

self. 

On October 27, 2021, I accomplished 

my goal of planning my services, includ-

ing the songs and scriptures I want. 

Please don’t worry about me; I am just 

planning my future so that my niece and 

her husband will not have that responsi-

bility or the financial part.  

One thing I learned this week is that 

people who are cremated will be fully 

clothed. They may even pick items to be 

cremated with them, such as ball caps 

or stuffed animals. I used a workbook to 

record the information ( my bio) before 

the meeting.  

I highly recommend planning ahead and 

making your wishes known. 

The young woman who assisted me is 

very professional and explains every-

thing. If you are interested in contacting 

her, please ask Jenny Garver or Karen 

Rivera for her contact information.  

I feel at peace over my decisions this 

week. Praise God!!  KR 


