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Continuing Education in Orlando 
 
When I was in Orlando, FL, I was study-
ing evangelism through Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary. We discussed the na-
ture of discipleship, 21st century con-
textual ministry, the importance of tangi-
ble spirituality, the Kingdom of God, and 
much more. During this time, I met 
five new friends, four in which are serv-
ing different church congregations 
around the southern  
part of the United States. Many of them 
are also bi-vocational; therefore, they 
service in multiple contexts inside and 
outside of the institutional church.  
 
 
 

Advent/Christmas Events: 
 
 
 

Christmas Caroling December 11  
 Saturday 2PM 
 
Christmas Eve Service December 24
  
  

 Friday 6PM  

Jeff Rausch Exalted Ruler Decatur Elks 401 presents 

Rev Braden Parks a donation of $500.00. 

Photo of presentation taken by Mike Carr on 
10/30/2021 

Chairpersons of Committees: 
 

The 2022 Decatur Christ UMC Board 
will have these members as our chair-
persons: 
 
PPRC: Mary Ann Carr 
Head of Board: Mike Carr 
Trustees Chairpersons: Sandy & Joel Hawkinson  
Outreach: Linda Thornton  
Worship/Nominations: Rev. Braden Parks  
Finance Committee: Lea Carls  
UMW: Lea Carls 
Church Treasurer: Donna Ray  
Financial Secretary: Paula Carr 
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Celebration of the Saints: 
 

All-Saints Day is tradi-
tionally the day after 
Halloween, but this 
year we are celebrat-
ing those who have 
faithfully gone before 
and are now in the 
presence of Christ 
Himself.  
This celebration is a 
humble remembrance 
of the legacy of those 
faithful witnesses to 
Christ and those whom 
we have lost over the 
years.  
All Saints day is a 
yearly celebration in 
the Christian faith 
about those who have 
passed on. It’s based 
on Hebrews 11 and 
the cloud of witnesses 
and the Saints as seen 
in the book of Revela-
tion.  
 
There is a table, al-
ready set up in the 
hallway, that has many 
names already written 
on It. Anyone can add 
to this list on the white 
cloth. 
 

During the Sunday 
service on December 
5 there will be a han-
dle bell rung, a time of 
reflection, and  
prayer for each person 
on the list.  
(by Rev. Parks) 

A Hygee December 
 

Submitted by  
Jenny Garver 

 
Hygee what? Hygee 
(pronounced hue-guh) 
is a Danish word used 
to acknowledge a feel-
ing or moment  
of coziness and com-
fort. It’s a slowdown 
and enjoy the simple 
blessings of life type of 
ideal. It is an ideal  
that can be practiced 
year-round. With all the 
hustle and bustle of 
December, it is a per-
fect time to intentionally 
slowdown even for a 
moment or two.  
 
“Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will worry 
about itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of 
its own.” Matthew 6:34 
(NIV) 
 
What are some ways to 
slow down and enjoy 
the moment this 
month?  
 
Sit down with a cup of 
hot cocoa, 
tea, or coffee and read 
a book.  
 
Gather family or friends 
together to bake Christ-
mas cookies or des-
serts.  

 
Just be in the silence for 
even a few minutes.  
 
Listen to music you enjoy.  
 
Wear warm fuzzy socks or  
sweaters.  
 
Light your favorite candles. 
 
 Find reasons to laugh and 
enjoy life.  
 
Start a gratitude journal.  
 
Take a walk in the great 
outdoors.  
 
Have a board game night 
with family or friends.  
 
Bring in some fresh  
greenery from the outdoors 
to decorate and refreshen 
your home.  
 
Just find something that 
gives you comfort and 
helps you feel content dur-
ing this season of busy-
ness.  
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Donovan Lewis 

Matthews and Sisson Families 

Scott Matthews 

Bonnie Matthews 

Pastor Miley Palmer 

Rev. Bill Pruett 

Bob Patterson  

Joanne Austin 

Don Wall 

Barbara Boyd 

Malvia Sherwood 

Erma Lewis 

Savannah (Jacquie’s daughter) 

Raymond King (Char’s dad) 

George and Mila 

Matt (friend of the Carr family) 

Virginia Humphrey 

Traveling mercies for Rev. Parks, 

Michelle Luke, and William 

The United States of America 

PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

7 MURRAY PRESTON 

9 DAKOTA DENTON 

11 MARY FERGASON  

17 MICHELLE PARKS 

19  BAILEE DENTON 

20 RUTH RANDOL 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

16 BONNIE & SCOTT MATTHEWS 



Chocolate Chip Banana Bread 

Submitted by Jacob & Evelyn Garver 

 

Ingredients 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

¼ teaspoon salt 

½ package chocolate chips 

½ cup butter 

¾ cup brown sugar 

2 eggs, beaten 

3 mashed overripe bananas 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease 
a 9x5 inch loaf pan. 

In a large bowl, combine flour, baking soda, 
salt, and chocolate chips. In a separate 
bowl, cream together butter and brown 
sugar. Stir in eggs and mashed bananas 
until well blended. Stir banana mixture 
into flour mixture; stir just to moisten. 
Pour batter into prepared loaf pan. 

Bake in a pre-heated oven for 60 to 65 
minutes, until a toothpick inserted into 
the center of the loaf comes out clean. 
Let bread cool in pan for 10 minutes, 
then turn out onto a wire rack.  

 

LYNN DIXON ANNOUNCED THAT CHRIST 
UMC RECEIVED $ 3,907.15 FOR THE 
HOURS THAT OUR TEAM WORKED AT 
THE FARM PROGRESS SHOW. THIS IS AN 
AVERAGE OF $16 + PER HOUR.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Christmas luncheon at the Olive Gar-

den, Wednesday, December 8, at 

11:30. All women of the church are 

welcome. 

 

Please join us in collecting mittens, 

gloves, hats, and scarves for the 

DOVE Christmas baskets. Bring 

them to church beginning November 

28 through December 14, 

 

UMW will meet in the parlor on De-

cember 14 at 9 AM  to prepare fruit 

plates, and these will be delivered on 

the same day to our members in as-

sisted living, home bound, or our 

treasured senior members.  

The December Crusader will be 

my last newsletter for the congre-

gation.  

I appreciate those who have con-

tributed articles over the years, 

but in recent months, it has been 

more difficult to receive these on 

time or without making more 

than one contact to obtain details 

for articles, 

Thanks for telling me you appreci-

ate my work for our church. 

Karen Rivera 
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