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True Friendship  
written by Rev. Braden Parks 

Friendship is a beautiful and precious 
gift. Friends make the world go round; 
they can turn the worst of times into 
the best of times. I have always been 
inspired by my friends. This article is in-
spired by Jesus’ words on friendship 
and the dear friends He has given me 
over the thirty-one years of life.  

In John 15, Jesus is talking to the Disci-
ples about their dependency upon the 
LORD. He has just finished teaching 
about the vine and branches and how 
we are branches in desperate need of 
the true vine.  

Jesus then says these words: 

“Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down their life for their 
friends…I no longer call you servants, 
for a servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I call you friends, 
for all that I have heard from my Father 
I have made known to you.” 

There are many important truths in 
these few verses to unpack. 

Love is characterized by sacrifice, not 
because we are obligated to, but we 
desire to care for that person or people 
more than ourselves.  

This begs the question: 

Do you and I have friends who are 
worth sacrificing everything for? And 
would our friends sacrifice everything 
for us, in return?  

Jesus then talks about inviting His 
friends, His Disciples, into the intimacy 
that He shares with the Father [and 
Holy Spirit].  

 

Can you imagine this for a moment?  

Jesus is inviting these disciples into the 
most intimate relationship that has ev-
er existed…a relationship that has al-
ways been—before the beginning of 
time—and that will never end—even 
after time has ceased to be.  



This relationship, The Disciples, do not truly 
understand at this moment in their lives, and 
how can they?  

But their relationship with Jesus, the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, will lead this crew of 
twelve to transform the world. This relation-
ship changes everything in their lives. Most 
of these disciples will lay down their lives in 
the name of this relationship.  

They will make the ultimate sacrifice. But be-
fore they do, they will invite others into this 
intimacy. They will teach, preach, work sign 
and wonders, and they travel the known 
world and share of the love of God to many 
people. And many people will respond in 
love and even some will make the ultimate 
sacrifice as well. 

At its core, friendship is about love, it’s about 
invitation to deeper living and ultimately, it’s 
a call to lay down one’s life for each other.  

Jesus is inviting each and every one of us into 
this intimacy—no matter how long you have 
known Jesus. Jesus is always calling us into 
deeper friendship. And Jesus’ invitation is 
one that occurs every day. Every day, Jesus is 
calling us into deeper intimacies. Every day, 
Jesus desires that we seek Him and His pres-
ence in return.  

So, may we daily be called into this beautiful 
friendship with Jesus and with one another. 
May we experience the life transformation 
that occurs in His love. AMEN.  

THANK YOU! 

Erma and Donovan Lewis send a BIG 

THANK YOU TO THE SUNDAY BLAST  adult 

Sunday School Class for the monetary gift 

that they collected. The money was pre-

sented to Erma last week. Erma said, “God 

Bless All of You!”  Donovan will be having 

surgery on September 3, 2021. Our prayers 

are with Erma and Donovan. 
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Thank you for the prayers, 
friendship, cards, calls, food, 
flowers, and love shown to 
grandma and our family over 
the summer months. Grandma 
Audrey truly appreciated it all 
and cherished all of her friend-
ships. We are sad that she is 
gone, but know that she is in a 
better place. Thank you to Pas-
tor for leading the funeral ser-
vices. Thank you to the UMW 
for the meal after the services. 
Thank you to everyone that has 
made a memorial donation in 
grandma's name. Blessings to 
all of you.  
 
Jenny Garver and family 



 

UMW—ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 

Mark your calendar and tell your friends, neigh-

bors, and complete strangers about the rum-

mage sale!  It is scheduled for  

September 10, from 8 AM to 2 PM,  and Sep-

tember 11, from 8 AM to noon. Saturday, is 

BAG DAY at the sale. Fill each bag and pay 

only $2.  

Items will be accepted through the first week in 

September. Please contact Lea Carls if you 

need help getting things to church. No TVs and 

no exercise equipment, please. 

This is the main fund raiser for the United Method-

ist Women, and we need your support to make this 

a successful sale.  

 

 

 

Decatur Christ United Methodist Church  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

adopted August, 2021 

by the Church Council 

 

"To be a church that lives by faith, is known 
by love and is a voice of hope." 
 
So may we think of ways in which to live by 
faith, be known in our community by the love 
of Jesus Christ and speaks a voice of hope to 
all those who are hopeless. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

3 HAROLD KEOWN 

5 LISA CARR 

6 DONNA RAY 

16 MARJORIE SMIKA 

27 JENNY GARVER 

28 NANCY CARLYLE 

30 MARGARET SHEPHERD 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

5 TREY & JENNY GARVER 

15 MONTE & LINDA THORNTON 

16 MIKE & CHAR MORSE 

23 BRADEN & MICHELLE PARKS 

“We don’t change 

God’s message. His 

message changes us.” 

Quote from Call Me Mrs. Miracle  

by Debbie Macomber 



 

WHEN GOING THROUGH TOUGH TIMES 

 

Everything can and will change. 

 

You have overcome challenges before. 

 

It’s a learning experience. 

 

Not getting what you want can be a 

blessing. 

 

Allow yourself to have some fun. 

 

Being kind to yourself is the best 

 medicine. 

 

Other people’s negativity isn’t worth 

worrying about. 

 

And there is always, always, always 

something to be thankful for. 

 

Inspiring and Positive Thoughts from the 

internet. Shared by Rachel Miller, mem-

ber of Decatur First UMC 
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Donovan Lewis 

Matthews and Sisson Families 

Pastor Miley Palmer 

Bob Patterson  

Joanne Austin 

Don Wall 

Barbara Boyd 

Malvia Sherwood 

Erma Lewis 

Loraine Osborne 

Savannah (Jacquie’s daughter) 

Raymond King (Char’s dad) 

George and Mila 

Debbie Chestnut (Karen’s niece) 

The best vitamin for a Christian is B-1. 

quote from Call Me Mrs. Miracle by  

Debbie Macomber 

PRAYER LIST 

Char Morse posted this on Face-

book, recently, and it is very nec-

essary to pray daily for people.   

“I ask friends and family to pray 

for some whom I love and have 

reasons for concern. Also pray for 

our beloved USA.” 

 



Zucchini Bread 

This recipe is from Karen Rivera’s niece, Debbie Chest-

nut.  

This is the season that many people are trying to give 

away extra zucchini, so start baking! 

Ingredients: 

3 eggs 

1 C. salad oil or canola oil 

2 C. white sugar 

2 C. zucchini (grated) 

2 t. vanilla 

3 C. flour 

1 t. baking soda 

3 t. cinnamon 

1/2 C. chopped walnuts (optional) 

Grease 2 loaf pans. Preheat oven to 325 F. 

Combine eggs and oil, mixing with a wooden spoon. 

Add sugar and vanilla and stir until smooth. Add flour, 

one cup at a time. When incorporating third cup of 

flour, combine baking soda and cinnamon with the  

flour. The mix will be thick. Add grated zucchini and stir 

with a spoon until all ingredients are combined. Stir in 

the chopped nuts if desired. Divide the batter into the 

two loaf pans and bake for 45-55 minutes. Test for 

doneness by inserting a toothpick. 

Karen uses a mini loaf pan that makes 8 small loaves. 

In addition, I use a muffin pan for the remaining batter. 

Besides the 8 loaves, this recipe will yield 7 or 8 square 

muffins. I set the timer for 20 minutes and then check 

to see if they are done. Use the toothpick test to see if 

more baking time is needed.  

Zucchini bread can be stored in plastic storages bags in 

the refrigerator for two or three weeks. It can also be 

frozen. 

 

 
Page 5 

Do you remember when your parents asked 

you “How was school?” when you arrived 

home at the end of a day at school? Examples: 

How was school? Did you learn anything new? 

Your answers might have  been OK, NO, or I 

DON’T KNOW, especially if you had a bad day. 

If you phrase your questions in a different way, 

you might be surprised at how much you will 

learn about their day. EXAMPLES: 

1. What made you smile today? 

2. Who did you sit with at lunch? 

3. If you could change anything about today, 

what would it be? 

4. What was the hardest rule to follow today? 

5. Tell me something that you know today 

that you didn’t know yesterday? 

How can we change these questions and apply 

them to worship last week? 

• What made you smile at church today? 

• Who sat with you at church? Did you have a 

conversation? 

• If you could change anything about last 

week’s worship service, what would that 

be? 

• What is a hard rule to follow from the scrip-

ture lesson from Joshua? 

• What is something new you learned at 

church today? 

I hope you will use this to begin a discussion. 

Listen more and talk less as people answer 

these conversation starters.  

( some ideas from the internet)  Karen Rivera 


