
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM  

REV. PARKS 

 

 

APRIL 4 

EASTER SUNDAY, 2021 

 

We will be having an Easter 

Sunrise Service at 7AM on 

Easter Morning. Come and 

celebrate the risen Christ 

together. Weather permit-

ting, the Sunrise Service will 

be outside. All are invited.  

THE CRUSADER             Web Site:  christchurchhome.com 
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APRIL 2  GOOD FRIDAY 

Dear Decatur Family, 
We are going to have 
two Good Friday Ser-
vices: the first at 
11AM and the other at 
5PM.  
 

Come expecting to en-
counter the living 
God. 

Thank you to everyone who 
wished me a Happy Birthday on 
our church Facebook page, as 
well as with cards and phone 
calls.  God bless all of you, and 
I love you. Erma Lewis. 



CHILDHOOD EASTER MEMORIES 

by Karen Rivera 

I contacted a few people and asked 

them to recall a favorite childhood 

memory from Easter. I loved reading 

these, and I thank all of you for your 

stories. 

BONNIE MATTHEWS 

I am 61 years old and grew up with parents 
who lived through the depression. 
My mother was a excellent seamstress and 
made all of my clothes including pajamas, 
dresses, winter coats, etc. 
I did not have a store bought shirt until I 
was 13 years old and I remember vividly 
going to Shopper’s World in Brettwood Vil-
lage and purchasing a green sweater. 
Easter was always a special time for me be-
cause Mom would make me a beautiful 
Easter dress. One year she made me a navy 
blue winter coat to wear over it. After 
church on Easter Sunday we stopped at a 
drug store and she  bought me a pink 
stuffed teddy bear. I remember how it shed 
on my blue coat. 
I was always so proud to wear my dresses 
as a little girl all the way up until the day I 
got married when she made my wedding 
dress as well! It was beautiful. I remember 
it cost $50 for the material!! 
Of course we dyed easter eggs, and every 
color had its own pyrex dish. And we al-
ways received a Easter Basket. 
I remember when I was four years old we 
lived in a house next-door to where Jerry 
and Margaret Shepherd live today. 
I had a intolerance to chocolate and would 
get really sick. 

Anyway, I remember stealing my brother’s 
chocolate Easter bunny and climbing up on 
his bed in his bedroom which was up 
against a window. I hid behind the curtain 
(like no one could see me) and ate the 
whole chocolate bunny! Mom was beside 
herself waiting for me to get sick but I did-
n’t. However there was chocolate on the 
wall, and curtains and I don’t remember 
getting in trouble for it!! 
 

 

 

 

 

JENNY GARVER 

The only Easter memory that I remem-

ber is picking up pieces of the ADM 

dome that was in our yard after it ex-

ploded on Easter weekend before the 

Bunny would come hide the eggs. 

Maybe late '80s, early 90's. It was some 

type of Styrofoam kind of material that 

rained down into our yard and the river 

after the explosion. I think it was may-

be the pre-shell for pouring their dome 

structure. They were eventually suc-

cessful. It is that dome type structure 

just west of Richland Community Col-

lege (Rea's Bridge Road) on the north 

end of ADM. We lived about 10 

minutes northeast of the area on the 

other side of the Sangamon River 
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CHILDHOOD EASTER MEMORIES 

KAREN RIVERA 
 

Easter brings memories of getting a new 
outfit, gloves, lacy anklets, shiny patent 
leather shoes, and a hat for church. Our 
family always attended church and then 
went to Grandma’s apartment for a family 
dinner. She lived in an upstairs apartment in 
Clinton, IL, and when I smell honeysuckle, it 
reminds me of the vines that bloomed along 
the stairs that ascended to her home.  

We could always count on the traditional 
dinner of chicken and homemade noodles 
with all the trimmings. She had a small 
apartment, but somehow, all of my dad’s 
brothers, their spouses, my cousins, and my 
parents managed to crowd around a large 
dining room table. The fragrance of home-
made rolls and Grandma’s special salads  
bring back pleasant memories.  

In our family, the men always filled their 
plates, then the children, and then the wom-
en. Even though we weren’t rich, there was 
always more than enough to provide for 
everyone, even those last in line. 

 

WORDS CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING 

KAREN RIVERA 

My parents and I moved to Homewood 
Fishing Club when I was in third grade. 
There were two other families who had chil-
dren near my age, and one of the older la-
dies organized Easter egg hunts each year. 
She invited the five children that lived in the 
Club to come to her home to dye eggs. 
Some of the adults hid the eggs, and we 

had the traditional egg hunt dur-
ing the afternoon on Easter Sun-
day.  

As time went on, some of the 
families invited their nieces and 
nephews to participate, but we 
still had plenty of eggs to find. 
We used real eggs, not the plas-
tic ones. In fact, I don’t think that 
plastic eggs had even been in-
vented at that time.  

One year, when I was about ten 
or eleven, Margaret, the organiz-
er of the annual egg hunt, in-
formed me that I was too old to 
hunt for eggs. That really made 
me feel disappointed because I 
still felt young.  

My mom was always there to 
soothe my hurt feelings; I think 
that I continued to help Margaret 
dye the Easter eggs each year 
until her health failed and the 
egg hunt was discontinued.  

Even after 65 years, I can still re-
member how one person 
changed my outlook about egg 
hunts and the aging process. We 
can always feel young at heart if 
we have parents who encourage 
us and let us know that we are 
loved.  

It is still good to remember the 
activities that were planned so 
many years ago and to reflect on 
how memories and words can 
stay with us forever  
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BOOKS OF THE BIBLE WORD SEARCH—copied from churchhouse puzzles.com 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 LAURA JONES 

3 SANDY HAWKINSON 

4 ALLEN ALBERT 

9 BOB PATTERSON 

22 HAILEY ALBERT 

23 CHELSEA SISSON 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

19 JOEL & SANDY HAWKINSON 

PRAY DAILY FOR: 

RAYMOND KING 

GEORGE AND MILA 

VIRGINIA HUMPHREY  

MALVIA SHERWOOD 

RUTH RANDOL 

CRYSTAL AND HER MOM 

ELLEN 

RALF HENKEL 

REV. PARKS, MICHELLE, LUKE,  

AND WILLIAM OLIVER  

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AS THEY GO 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

FIRST RESPONDERS 

ALL UNSPOKEN PRAYER REQUESTS 

SOUP SUPPER  2021 

Lynn Dixon and Linda Thornton 

are pleased to announce a new 

approach, or RESET, for the 

SOUP SUPPER 2021. 

SAVE THIS DATE: APRIL 17 

TIME:  4 PM TO 6 PM 

TICKET PRICE:  $6 

SEVERAL SOUPS WILL BE 

AVAILABLE.  

YOUR TICKET INCLUDES 

SOUP, DESSERT, AND BEVER-

AGE. 

A CAKE AUCTION WILL BE A 

PART OF THE EVENING.  

 

UMW RUMMAGE SALE  

MAY 14 AND 15.  

MORE DETAILS IN THE NEXT 

CRUSADER 


