
The Heart of Lent  

Lent is a time of intentional reflection of 

what kinds of people we are being formed 

into. Our world is a very noisy and anx-

ious place at times, but God invites us into 

a journey of love and rest during these 

forty days. In Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 

speaks this invitation over the crowds and 

His disciples, “Come to me, all of you 

who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. Let me teach you, 

and you will find rest for your souls.” 

These words of Jesus are an invitation of 

renewing our lives in who Jesus is; allow-

ing Him to form us in His love and image. 

Lent is a reminder that Jesus walked a 

road towards suffering, death and resur-

rected life so that we might be drawn into 

more intimate relationship with The Father, 

Son and Spirit. Jesus is calling each one of 

us, no matter where we are, to the heart of 

Lent— to His heart. Hear these words from 

the Prophet Joel as our Prayer of Lent these 

forty days: “Even now,” declares the 

LORD, “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

Rend your hearts and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, for He is 

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 

and abounding in love.”  

In Love, Rev. Braden Parks  
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Harriett Wall passed away on Saturday, 

1/30/21. She and Don were members of 

Christ United Methodist Church for 

many years, and those of us who have 

been attending this church for a long 

time can remember how much Harriett 

enjoyed singing solos and in groups. As 

I think back about Harriett, I knew her 

when both of us were members of 

Cleveland Methodist Church in Decatur. 

Each of us have our own perspective 

about the people we know, and those 

memories may have been forgotten un-

til a person’s death brings back a flood 

of happenings from past years. Harriett 

was a few years older than me; I think 

she was in high school when I was in 

junior high. My parents knew her par-

ents, and we visited them a few times. 

Harriett’s dad, Harry Bunch, was a 

square dance caller, and we had fun 

going to hear him call the dancers to 

the floor. 

 Being involved in music probably start-

ed when Harriett was growing up in her 

family, and she carried that love of per-

forming throughout her adult life. She 

was instrumental in arranging for guest 

soloists and groups to sing during the 

summer months at Christ UMC. Harriett 

and her quartet often sang for us, and 

Harriett had some favorite solos that 

she shared with us.  

Harriett served on the financial commit-

tee for many years and was the church 

treasurer. She enjoyed the challenge of 

balancing the books and preparing a 

monthly report about finances. 

In 2019, members of the church took 

birthday cakes to various members of 

the church who were living in assisted 

living facilities, and Harriett was so 

happy when we brought a cake and 

vase of flowers. She and Don faced 

the aging process with dignity and 

kept as independent as possible. 

I am sure that each of us has our own 

memories from meeting Harriett. We 

have lost another church member, but 

Heaven has gained a beautiful voice 

for the angel choir. Rest in peace, 

Harriett. Your race has been won. 

(written by Karen Rivera) 

 

 

Jenny Garver posts many inspirational 

Bible verses on the church Face Book 

page. This one is my favorite:  

Deuteronomy 31:8 

 

“The LORD himself goes before you 

and will be with you; he will never 

leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged.”  

When I am waiting for medical test 

results, I always think of this prom-

ise. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE VERSE?? 
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Take time to reach out to someone 

(submitted by Karen Rivera) 

This article was written by my sister, Jean Paddock, and was published in Prairie 

Talk in the Herald & Review several years ago. The ideas she expressed remind-

ed me of the goals of the Hospitality Committee, an idea that was introduced to 

Christ UMC by Bonnie Matthews. I just like the upbeat suggestions that Jean in-

cluded and hope that you enjoy it also. 

“I’m bored! There is nothing to do!” 

These are standard expressions of too many people. Why are we letting ourselves 

be programmed into only thinking of ourselves? Why don’t we use some imagina-

tion and initiative to change things? 

Have you considered dropping a cheery note to a shut-in? It isn’t difficult to imag-

ine the joy when they get the mail and find that note. 

A simple. “Hello. How are you today?” phone call would mean so much to people 

who are alone. The pleasure you receive when you call someone is so rewarding. 

There are so many worthwhile volunteer organizations that are crying for caring 



and dedicated people. 

With a closet so full of toys and games 

that to open the door is inviting an ava-

lanche, our children say they are bored.  

When I was growing up, my favorite 

times were spent sitting on a feed sack 

tied on a gate that took the place of my 

wild “pretend” horse. Together we rode 

untold miles over the prairies and 

mountains, experiencing adventures of 

all kinds. Today we try to purchase toys 

and video games while imagination and 

dreams are available to anyone at no 

charge. 

Are we stifling our children’s imagina-

tion and initiative by keeping them on a 

nonstop schedule of school, sports, mu-

sic and dance lessons, church activities, 

and whatever else we can find to 

amuse and entertain them? When do 

we let them—or teach them to—have 

quiet time to enjoy their daydreams or 

just plain solitude?  

If we don’t set an example, how can we 

expect our children to anticipate any-

thing except constant entertainment or 

staring at a computer screen? Are we 

being fair to them? Is there any time 

scheduled in your weekends for quiet 

time, dreaming, and meditation, or are 

you scheduling yourself into nonstop 

activities and then wondering why you 

are tired? 

Have you considered extending an invi-

tation to someone who is alone to share 

a holiday or an outing with your family? 

This sharing can have many blessings 
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for everyone. My children are amazed 

at the number of years that their 

grandmother has lived and all the ex-

citing changes and events that oc-

curred during her lifetime.  

With all there is to do—people who 

need a friendly word, groups that can 

use any sort of assistance, an end-

less variety of new interest to ex-

plore—how can anyone feel they are 

not needed or that there is nothing to 

do? I challenge you to take the first 

step. Write a note or make that phone 

call, Join a volunteer group. Take a 

college course you have always want-

ed to take. Subscribe to a new maga-

zine and develop a new interest. 

Read a book that is completely differ-

ent from anything you have read be-

fore. Reach out your hand to some-

one who is alone. Let your feelings for 

others and your imagination open 

your world to all kinds of new experi-

ences. 

I challenge you. Reach out… 

Jean wrote this article before the era 

of iPads, tablets, texting popularity, 

and the explosion of video entertain-

ment. She truly believed in helping 

others and being kind to everyone 

she met. She was a community rela-

tions secretary at Richland Communi-

ty College. While she was working full 

time, she also took classes at RCC 

and earned her Associate Degree at 

age 65. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1 ERMA LEWIS 

6 MARILYN SHROYER 

13 JACKIE MEYER 

18 JADE PUCKETT 

19 CHARLOTTE MORSE 

28 SHIRLEY WALKER 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

29 BILL & JACKIE MEYER 

PRAY DAILY FOR: 

THE FAMILY OF HARRIETT WALL 

GEORGE AND MILA 

VIRGINIA HUMPHREY  

MALVIA SHERWOOD 

MELVA KIMBERLY (friend of Karen. Melva 

is recovering from a stroke) 

ELLEN, CRYSTAL AND HER MOM 

GLEN PARJANI 

ELLEN 

RALF HENKEL 

REV. PARKS, MICHELLE, LUKE,  

AND WILLIAM OLIVER (2/24/21) 

SOUP SUPPER  2021 

Lynn Dixon and Linda Thornton 

are pleased to announce a new 

approach, or RESET, for the 

SOUP SUPPER 2021. 

SAVE THIS DATE: APRIL 17 

TIME:  4 PM TO 6 PM 

TICKET PRICE:  $6 

THREE SOUPS WILL BE AVAIL-

ABLE:  HAM & BEANS. CHICK-

EN NOODLE, AND VEGETABLE. 

YOUR TICKET INCLUDES 

SOUP, DESSERT, AND BEVER-

AGE. 

A CAKE AUCTION WILL BE A 

PART OF THE EVENING.  

 

UMW RUMMAGE SALE  

MAY 14 AND 15.  

MORE DETAILS IN THE NEXT 

CRUSADER 


