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cats (Zoey and Leo) and I set off for a new 

land with new exciting possibilities as we 

continue to follow God and His calling on 

our lives. Many people have already asked 

me why I moved all the way from the Pa-

cific Ocean to the Middle West and the De-

catur area. First and foremost, Michelle 

and I believe that this is the place in which 

God has been calling us to be and to live 

and to do relational discipleship ministry.  

 The second question I almost always 

get is, how did you know about Decatur, 

Illinois? Well of course this is a long story, 

but to keep it short, I have a spiritual men-

tor who lives in Arthur, Illinois and every 

time we visited him, Michelle and I felt 

this was going to be our home one day. 

The Three Day Tour 

 This is the account of my journey 

from Eureka, California to Decatur, Illi-

nois—and yes the title is indeed a refer-

ence to Gilligan's Island. First you must 

know that I am long winded in my writing 

style and speech so I almost always say, 

“long story short.” So let’s begin our long 

story short.  

 As aforementioned, I began my 

journey on the Pacific Ocean amongst the 

Redwood Forest of Northern California in 

the town of Eureka. Sadly, I left my wife, 

Michelle, and my son, Luke, with my par-

ents. So after weeks of packing, my two 
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Ironically, Michelle and I are actors and I 

was looking into auditioning for the Little 

Theater On The Square in Sullivan. God 

has been leading us to this beautiful area 

in many ways and yearns to use us to love 

and transform Decatur in the power of His 

Holy Spirit.  

 So where were we…oh yes. In the 

packed car with two meowing cats in Eu-

reka, California. So even before starting 

this three day, thirty-seven plus hour jour-

ney, I knew that the first three hours were 

going to be the most dangerous and criti-

cal in the entire trip. Eureka is not an easy 

place to leave with a Toyota Corolla; there 

are steep mountains with hairpin turns 

with some occasional rock slides. Alt-

hough in saying this, it is also the most 

aesthetically beautiful three hour drive I 

have ever done—dangerous and incredibly 

beautiful…what a mix.  

 After about three and half hours, the 

cats and I finally made it to our first stop 

in the hot and arid Redding, California. 

Redding, believe it or not, is home to one 

of the largest church communities in the 

entire United States; the church is called 

Bethel Church. This is where the interna-

tionally famous worship band Bethel Mu-

sic is from. The worship music from Beth-

el has blessed millions including myself; 

sadly I did not have time to hear them 

live—we had a fourteen hour driving day 

to complete. So we stretched and filled up 

on gas and off we went.  

 Our next stop was the California—

Nevada border and the city of Reno. Reno 

is famous for being called the “Las Vegas 

of the North” and received much publicity 

through a sitcom spoof called Reno 911. 

Other than the busy traffic, the many busi-

nesses and the looming desert hills, I did 

not take much notice. Interestingly 
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enough, the next six hours, I would not 

come across many cities or even big 

towns. I was literally driving in the Neva-

da desert in a “car with no name” with 

two cats, who at this time of our story, 

had begun to relax from the stress of 

cross country travel. Much of what I saw, 

during these six hours, were the eighty 

mile an hour speed limits and the natural-

ly gorgeous landscape of wide-open skies 

and uniquely crafted rock formations; is-

n’t God creative even with the smallest 

details. My time in Nevada gave me time 

to reflect upon the beauty of God and the 

nature of the life He was beginning to re-

veal to me. I had a special time of self-

reflection as I travelled eighty miles on 

auto pilot through God’s desert.  

 After driving fourteen hours, start-

ing on the Pacific Ocean through the 

mountains and the arid deserts of both 

California and Nevada, we arrived at our 

hotel in one of my favorite cities, Salt 

Lake City, Utah. Salt Lake City is known 

for the city’s beauty, the mountain land-

scape,  college life, religious culture, pro-

fessional basketball team, and in my hum-

ble opinion, being one of the most wel-

coming cities in the United States.  

 The next day began with an early 

morning alarm from my cell phone and the 

cats who had begun to hide every chance 

they got. So as we left the hotel, we were 

greeted by a beautiful day in the Salt Lake 

City; the sun rose perfectly right over the 

mountains which graced the landscape. 

But alas we could not stay, for our second 

day was another full day; we had thirteen 

hours of driving to focus on. If the moun-

tains of Nevada were beautiful, and they 

are, then the terrain of Utah was extrava-

gant. There were so many breath-taking 

views that I wanted to look at, but I needed 

to stay focused on the drive ahead and so 

onward the cats and I journeyed. The nice 

thing about the second day was that we 
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were on the same highway the entire thir-

teen hour drive. About eight hours into our 

drive we passed through the beautiful 

mountains of Utah and had come across the 

state of Wyoming. The state of Wyoming is 

famous for its buffalo, its wide open skies 

and the famous country song called “I Can 

Still Make Cheyenne.” The song was sung 

by country legend George Strait. The song 

depicts a story about the relationship be-

tween a rodeo cowboy and the girl he left 

back home—take a listen, it's a great song.  

 Wyoming went by the three of us in a 

blur; we were on a mission to reach our 

resting place for the night before it got com-

pletely dark. Our destination for the end of 

night two was a hotel in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Honestly, this might be the first time in my 

entire life I was ever excited about the state 

of Nebraska. The things that I appreciated 

about my drive in Nebraska was that it was 

completely flat and therefore my car could 

be placed on cruise control so that I could 

give my knees a break. The other two facts 

of Nebraska I find interesting it is home to  

Warren Buffet, father of Howard Buffet who 

has poured millions of dollars making our 

beautiful town of Decatur better in many 

different ways. The other interesting fact is 

that the beginning of the Pony Express, an 

important aspect of the history of the United 

States Postal Service, was founded in 

Gothenburg, Nebraska. I visited Gothenburg 

and read about the multi-faceted organiza-

tion and service that the Pony Express gave 

to people in the early days of our nation. As 

we, like the riders of Pony Express travelled 

many of hours and miles, neared the capital 

city of Lincoln, Nebraska. We arrived soon 

after dusk set on the Nebraska frontier. We 

had, safely, travelled two thirds of the trip 

(twenty-seven hours of driving). The three 

of us were so tired that we collapsed on the 

bed and were soon snoozing away.  
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 The final day started off with a hitch, 

as many final days often do. We awoke ear-

ly in the morning and realized that there 

was a rainstorm working its way in our di-

rection. So having just eaten and receiving a 

good nights rest, I got all the stuff and the 

cats back into the car and headed east to-

wards Decatur. Not being well acquainted 

with my Midwest geography, I thought we 

were going to be traveling straight through 

Nebraska into Illinois. Alas, I had forgotten 

the entire state of Missouri. Missouri and its 

weather were the most challenging to drive 

through. For the rainstorm, that I was afraid 

of, had been waiting for us trying to deter 

us from reaching our new home. Well, the 

storm did its worst. We drove through dark 

gray skies; the ones that remind you of Wiz-

ard of Oz as Dorthy’s home is swept up into 

the gale force winds of a tornado. I was ter-

rified to say the least. For all of the sudden, 

the skies poured down rain like I had never 

seen before and my vision was, in an in-

stant, blurry at best. Like every good pas-

tor does, I began to pray for the presence 

of God to protect Zoey, Leo and I from 

wrecking in the storm. I was driving as 

carefully and praying as fervently as I 

knew how. And about ten minutes of driv-

ing through the storm the floodwaters 

stopped gushing down from Heaven. It 

reminded me of Forrest Gump’s quote 

about the rain in Vietnam, “and just like 

that someone turned off the rain and the 

sun come out.” My journey into and 

through Missouri was eerily similar. For 

after the tornado-like weather, the sun 

came out and the three of us drove 

throughout the day in beautiful sunny 

conditions.  

 After about six hours of driving, I 

saw a road sign that made me cry tears of 

joy. The sign stated, “The state of Illinois 

welcomes you.” I was singing at the top 
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of my lungs and thanking God that He had 

safely brought us to our new state which we 

would call home. At this moment, we had 

been through the hairpin mountainous turns, 

desert and forest of Northern California, the 

desert of Nevada, the mountains of Utah, the 

foothills of Wyoming, the flat plains of Ne-

braska and the storms of Missouri all within 

the last two and a half days. We were now 

driving through the vast cornfields of central 

Illinois. The three of us were ready to finally 

get home. And finally at 3:30 PM on 

Wednesday July 15th, we had arrived at our 

new home gathered in the loving embrace of 

new people in which we would soon 

call family.  

 And this is the story of how Zoey, 

Leo and I travelled all the way from Eu-

reka, California to Decatur, Illinois. 

People ask me why, “why Decatur?” I 

say this is a beautiful community in 

which we have been called to love peo-

ple and lead people into beautiful rela-

tionships with God and with others. And 

this is only the beginning of the story… 

the rest is being written as we speak. 

Thanks for journeying with us as we 

follow the heart of God.   

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

“Coffee with Braden” will begin on Saturday, September 26, 10 AM to 12 Noon. You 

may attend for any length of time during this drop-in event. 

The first coffee fellowship will meet at the RIVER COFFEE COMPANY, 101 N. Main. St.  

The menu includes crafted lattes, hot chocolate, expresso, tea, iced coffee, lemonade, 

vanilla cream soda, and one that I plan to try: Golden Mylk Latte (Karen). 

Prices on the menu range from $1.50 for lemonade, with most coffee choices from 

$2.50 to $4.50. It is a local business and will be a new experience for many of us. Check 

with Rev. Parks concerning parking availability. 
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CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2020 

FOOD DRIVE NORTH EAST COMMUNITY FUND 

9/20 SUGAR 

9/27 FLOUR/BISQUICK 

10/4 PEANUT BUTTER/JELLY 

10/11 CEREAL, OATMEAL, SYRUP 

               PANCAKE MIX 

10/18 RICE, CRACKERS,  

               STOVE TOP STUFFING 

10/25 PASTA, SAUCE 

11/1 HAMBURGER HELPER, 

               MAC  & CHEESE, RAMEN 

               NOODLES 

11/8  CANNED SPAGHETTI, RAVIOLI 

               STEW, CHILI 

11/15 CANNED VEGETABLES 

11/22 CANNED FRUIT, PIE FILLINGS 

11/29 CANNED OR POUCHED TUNA 

               MEAT, SALMON 

12/6 TOILETRIES, SUCH AS 

               SHAMPOO, SOAP, COMBS, 

               TOOTHBRUSHES, TOOTHPASTE 

MONETARY DONATIONS MAY BE 

PUT IN THE OFFERING ON 12/6 

              MAKE CHECKS TO:   

             NORTH EAST COMMUNITY FUND 

OUR DONATIONS ARE VERY IMPORTANT 

TO THIS CHRISTIAN BASED ORGANIZATION. 

Our donations will be used for the 

Christmas boxes prepared by 

Northeast Community Fund. The 

last date for contributions is 12/6. 

A printed list of the Food Drive items will be 

available for you on September 6.   This  will 

make it easy to have the list in your wallet or 

purse when you go to the store. 

UMW RUMMAGE SALE  

Lots of items will be available on Friday, 

September 11, 8 AM to 1 PM, and Saturday, 

September 12, 8 AM —NOON. Saturday is 

BAG DAY  with everything you can fit in the 

bag for $2.00.  Furniture, household items, 

quilting rack, and clothes will be sold. TELL 

YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT OUR SALE.  Enter the 

north door; MASKS REQUIRED!! 

Thanks to everyone who wore team 

shirts and caps for our Cubs—Cards 

Fundraiser on 8/23/2020. 

The congregation voted for their favor-

ite team with coins and folding money. 

FINAL RESULTS:  

CARDINALS—$278; CUBS—$172 

Money deposited for church budget 

WILMA GESSFORD HAT DAY  will be 

held on Sunday, September 27. Wear 

your favorite hat—dressy or casual.  

This is a simple fundraiser to honor a 

lady with a love of hats! A container for 

contributions will be in the narthex.  
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ALL ABOUT THE QUILTERS 

When Rev. Parks arrived in Decatur, 

he wanted to find out about the activi-

ties in which the congregation had 

participated. He looked at past 

church directories, Facebook photos, 

and the web page and started asking 

about those activities. Rev. Parks 

wanted to know when the quilters met 

in order to update the church calen-

dar, and Jenny Garver explained that 

the quilters had been very active in 

the past, but they no longer meet. 

Many of the former quilters have 

passed on or have moved, and there 

were just not enough of them to con-

tinue. 

I decided to interview Audrey Maurice 

about the quilters, and she also 

talked to Mary Fergason and Loraine 

Osborne to add details to the article. 

All of them had been very active in 

the group when it met at the church 

once a week and completed numer-

ous quilts. Audrey, Mary, and Loraine 

gave me a wealth of information, and 

I’ll bet most of us were not aware of 

how many quilts they completed, how 

long the average quilt took to com-

plete, and how much money the quilt-

ers contributed to the church from the 

projects they completed. 

Audrey loaned a scrapbook to me 

with photos and facts about the quilt-

ing group. The photos don’t show the 

fine detail of the tiny stitches, but they 

do show the love and fellowship of 

this dedicated group. 

The quilters began meeting in 1988;  

Thelma Gray (deceased, 2005) and 

Audrey Maurice taught the other 

members how to quilt. The group met 

every Tuesday from 8:30 or 9:00 AM 

to noon from 1988 through the com-

pletion of their last quilt in 2012. At 

that time, the remaining quilters were 

Audrey Maurice, Mary Fergason, Lo-

raine Osborne, Wilma Gessford, and 

Marilyn Patterson. 

I asked Audrey if the group pieced 

the quilts, but she said that the quilt 

tops were already together before 

they received them. Although many 

quilt tops belonged to Christ UMC 

members who paid to have them 

quilted, the word spread to others in 

the community. The group completed 

the quilting process for several oth-

ers, and they even had a lengthy 

waiting list when the group stopped 

meeting. 

Several baby showers for church 

members included a beautiful baby 

quilt completed by the group. In addi-

tion, the women made quilts to pre-

sent to our pastors when they retired. 

These included: Rev. Bill Pruett, 

1969; Rev. Ron Webb, 1976; Pastor 

Merlin Schendel, 1993; 
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Pastor Richard Scott, 2003; and Pastor 

Kelly Cox, 2018.  

The room that is now used to store food 

for our Parish Pantry is the former loca-

tion of the quilters’ workroom, and some 

of the photos show quilt frames set up 

in the room used for children’s church. 

Each week, they set up the quilting 

frame and placed their chairs around 

the area where they were making intri-

cate designs with tiny, tiny stitches. 

Audrey said that the tried to give the 

quilt frames away after the group dis-

banded, but there were no takers. Quilt-

ing by hand is a lost art because many 

quilters now use special machines to 

complete their work in a shorter amount 

of time. I asked Audrey how long the 

group worked to complete a quilt, and 

she said it depended on the size and 

the pattern used for hand quilting. 

When I looked through their scrapbook 

of photos and notes about the quilts, 

the dates indicated that most of the 

quilts took five weeks to two months to 

complete. 

 The quilters had a chart of the cost of 

various sizes of quilts. The owner of the 

quilt was responsible for purchasing the 

batting, Mountain Mist, cotton muslin 

quilt back, thread, and binding. The 

price for quilting may vary with the 

amount of quilting, and a scallop edge 

quilt cost more. The average costs for 

quilting a project are as follows: baby 

quilt ($30-$35), twin size ($40), full 

size ($60), queen size ($70 -$75), 

and king size ($90 o $100).   

Audrey included a list of the num-

ber of quilts completed each year 

beginning with 1992 through 2001. 

There were 59 total quilts on that 

list. A second ledger from the years 

2001 to 2012 has not been located. 

If anyone knows where that ledger 

might be, please contact Audrey 

Maurice or Mary Fergason. 

The money made from the quilts 

was used to purchase items for the 

church, and these included a flan-

nel board for the primary classroom 

in August, 1991, a heater for the 

nursery in  December, 1991 ($113), 

Money given to the church for the 

main speaker in April, 1992 ($600), 

and a donation for parking lot up-

grades in June, 1993 ($500). Ac-

cording to the ledger, $1,623.55 

was paid out of the quilters’ fund for 

the projects listed in this paragraph 

plus $150 to the MAX program and 

miscellaneous supplies.  

There were many thank you notes 

in the back of the scrapbook and 

also some quotes about quilters.  

“Lucky are the children of the peace 

makers because they shall inherit 

the quilts.” “Old quilters never die; 

they just go    



to pieces.” Last, “When the going gets 

tough, I go quilting.” 

Thank you, Audrey, providing so much 

background information on the quilters 

of Christ UMC and for inviting me to 

your home to discuss the article. Also, 

thanks to Mary Fergason and Loraine 

Osborne for adding further details. 
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Lea Carls compiled a list of the quilters 

over the years. You may enjoy reading 

the names and remembering their dedi-

cation to these projects for twenty-four 

years. Not all of them continued with the 

group for the entire time, but the 2012 

church pictorial directory has a photo of 

the most recent members. 

QUILTERS OVER THE YEARS 

Mae Parlier, Ruth Kress, Mary  

Fergason, Lea Carls, Marilyn Patterson, 

Audrey Maurice, Wilma Gessford,  

Eileen Crane, Doris McKinley, Patty  

Williams Frazier, Hazel Melton, Betty 

Jacobus, Louise Dillman, Mabel Pullin, 

Frances Rexroad, Thelma Gray. Lavone 

Barding, Elizabeth Jackson, Pat Hayes, 

Rhea Sanders, Pat Webb, Opal Baker, 

and Edith Smith. 

 

A quilt belonging to Lois Murrell was 

on the quilt rack. The design is called 

Flower Garden. Started 5/2/95.  

Completed 7/18/95 

Last quilt finished 

by the Christ UMC 

Quilters. It was 

presented to Pas-

tor Kelly  in June, 

2018 for his retire-

ment. L to R: 

Audrey Maurice-

Pastor Cox, Kathy 

Cox, Mary Fer-

gason,  Marilyn 

Patterson  
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3 Harold Keown 

5 Lisa Carr 

6 Donna Ray 

16 Marjorie Smika 

27 Jenny Garver 

28 Nancy Carlyle 

30 Margaret Shepherd 

NO  SEPTEMBER GREETERS SCHEDULED 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS. 

 

FAITH BUILDERS:  LORAINE OSBORNE, 

LEROY AND NORMA WILLMIRTH,  

IMOGENE SHEPHERD 
 

CONTINUING CONCERNS: BARBARA BOYD, 

DON AND HARRIETT WALL, JOANNE  

AUSTIN, VIRGINIA HUMPHREY 
 

PRESENT CONCERNS: SHARON COLEMAN, 

JEFF, SHANE HALCOMB, RICK HEMP, KITTY 

(SCHENDEL) ROCKWOOD, MALVIA  

SHERWOOD, KLAY RICHERT, CONNOR, 

FAMILY OF HARRY KEMPER ( FORMER 

MEMBER OF CHRIST UMC),  FAMILY OF 

CHARLES AUSTIN 

5   Trey and Jenny Garver 

16 Mike and Char Morse 

23 Rev. Braden and Michelle Parks 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 3  Weiner Roast , 4 PM  Music by Connor—More info from Outreach Committee 

 

October 17  “A Walk in the Parks”  Nature walks once a month 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TYSON SISSON ! 

HE WAS ADOPTED BY RYAN SISSON, 

CHELSEA’S HUSBAND, ON AUGUST 24. 

PHOTOS OF TYSON, PARENTS, AND 

PROUD GRANDPARENTS ARE POSTED 

ONLINE!    A VERY SPECIAL DAY!! 


