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is still a part of my collection of “must 

keep” items. 

The memories I observe by looking 

around my living room remind me of 

the many facets of my life and how 

quickly it is going. I began to think 

about all the people I have met, all the 

students I have impacted, and all the 

projects I have completed in my career, 

home, and church. I wonder what sea-

son of my life I am living right now?  

I researched the Seasons of Life and 

found some interesting points that all of 

us can consider. We may or may not 

agree with the material I found, but I 

thought it was interesting. 

Spring is associated with youth and 

boundless energy. We like to explore 

and learn new things as we wait for the 

dormant trees to develop buds and 

leaves. Our favorite wild flowers, such 

as spring beauties and wild violets, pop 

up. In the spring of our lives, we are on 

the move and never seem to be too 

tired to play. According to creativebi-

blestudy.com, spring “may be when we 

While we were “sheltering in place” for 

several months, we had lots of time to 

reflect and to wonder how the future 

would unfold. There were many hours 

of isolation for those of us who live 

alone as well as those members who 

live in independent or assisted living 

facilities. It gave us time to look at our 

homes and closets to see which items 

we just had to keep and which things 

we could donate or discard. Speaking 

for myself, I threw away a minimal 

number of items because I am a 

packrat. So many things remind me of 

a specific event or time in my life. I 

looked through my hanging files and 

decided it was safe to shred booklets 

that had come with appliances and 

lawn tools that I no longer have. On 

the other hand, the “weekend quilt” 

that I started at least twenty years ago 
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first come to know Christ as our 

Savior.” If we use these ideas to de-

fine our stage of life, we may identi-

fy with spring. 

Bob Thune used a reference from 

Justin Curtis’ sermon and suggest-

ed that the ages for spring are 0 

through the 20’s. He said that we 

are trying to find our identity by ask-

ing ourselves “Who am I? What are 

my talents? What are my limita-

tions?” If we apply those questions 

to our church involvement, do we 

know who we are in the structure of 

our church? Are we sharing our tal-

ents? Do we limit our church in-

volvement because we are bogged 

down in our daily responsibilities? 

 If we go back to the characteristics 

of boundless energy and a youthful 

outlook, the spring season of our 

church can be a time of rebirth and 

exciting programs to attract new 

members. We really don’t need to 

be in our twenties to have a youthful 

outlook. We just need to view the 

present through the eyes of a child 

or young adult. That will help our 

church grow and experience the en-

thusiasm and anticipation of the 

Season of Spring. 

During the summer, we may be 

starting our career and feeling confi-

dent about the future.  “A spiritual 

level of maturity or a plateau has 

been reached for a 

time.” (creativebiblestudy.com). How-

ever, in a sermon by Pastor Anthony 

Walker (Grace Fellowship Church, 

Grand Prairie, TX, 10/30/16), he 

states that the plateau cannot sustain 

our lives. He says, “Don’t sit around 

all summer because the sun is shin-

ing. We must continue on our life 

goals and spiritual path to study and 

to learn more about our Lord.” Pastor 

Justin Curtis gives the title of Learn-

ing and Growing to the summer of our 

lives. He feels that ages 20 through 

the 40’s represent that season. He 

challenges us to consider these ques-

tions. “What do I believe” What do I 

want out of life? Have I allowed 

enough time for a spiritual life and au-

thentic relationships?”  These are 

great topics when we wonder if we 

are in the summer of our lives. 

In addition, how can these questions 

be applied to our church? We have 

accomplished a lot since the original 

part of the building was finished in 

1956, but we can’t be satisfied to re-

main on a plateau. In calendar years, 

the twenties through forties can be 

very productive, but it takes work and 

creativity to continue to improve, 

learn, and grow in our faith. If we 

work together and use our combined 

skills, our church can stay “forever 

young.” 
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Fall is a time to influence the present 

according to blogger, Bob Thune. He 

has chosen the ages of 40 through 

the 60’s for the season of fall.  Our 

church building would be a part of this 

age group. Thune asks, “Have I 

achieved everything I want” Are my 

accomplishments fulfilling”” We 

should be proud of the accomplish-

ments, but if our church and congre-

gation plan to continue past the fall 

season of our lives, we must not be 

“stuck in second gear”. Yes, we are 

exhausted after church dinners, 

cleaning the sanctuary, and pricing 

hundreds of rummage sale items. 

However, we are standing on the 

shoulders of those who worked at 

weekly chicken dinners to finance the 

church building and its furnishings 

when the church was in its infancy. As 

we live through the fall season of our 

church and our individual lives, Pastor 

Anthony Walker(Grace Fellowship 

Church), encourages us to “learn the 

lessons that the previous season 

taught…put everything in perspec-

tive.” We may be tired in the fall sea-

son, but we must persevere to finish 

the race in order to see church growth 

Winter can be a tough time to face. 

“Rather than looking at your winter 

from a lens of dread, embrace it 

through a lens of faith.” (Pastor An-

thony Walker).  Ages 60 and beyond 

are defined as the winter season of 

our lives in the opinion of Bob Thune, 

internet blogger. He suggests that we 

can mentor others and invest in the 

next generation. A danger in the winter 

season is “believing you can no longer 

contribute.” (Pastor Justin Curtis) We 

begin to slow down because of health 

issues or financial limitations; we may 

not realize that our winter is a time to 

“be a blessing to others.” (BobThune) 

If we look around our sanctuary, we 

see many people who are chronologi-

cally in the winter season, but they are 

still the backbone and driving force of 

our church. 

In closing, I refer to Ecclesiastes 3:1. 

“There is a time for everything, and a 

season for every activity under heav-

en.” NIV 

The article presented various opinions 

from writers who tried to define the 

seasons of our lives. Each of us can 

decide our location on the spectrum 

and which season describes Christ 

UMC. It seems like our church has a 

bit of each season’s characteristics, 

and we do too.  

To keep our church as a vibrant part of 

the corner of Center and Summit,  we 

need the exuberance of youth, the wis-

dom of summer, and the knowledge 

and compassion of maturity. I am try-

ing to hold on to pieces of summer and 

fall for as long as possible. Let’s work 

together to support our church and our 

pastor as we continue in our journey of 

faith. 
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PRAYERS OF COMFORT FOR THE  

PATTERSON FAMILY 

 

Marilyn J. Patterson passed away June 

30, 2020, at St. Mary’s Hospital. Her 

memorial service was held on July 7 at 

Macon County Memorial Park, Harris-

town, IL. Pastor Miley Palmer officiated 

the service. Marilyn was a treasured 

and very active member of Christ Unit-

ed Methodist Church, especially the 

church quilting group. She was an avid 

Cubs fan. 

Marilyn is survived by her husband of 

63 years, Bob; children, Janet L. Patter-

son-Smith, Kent E. Patterson and wife 

Dare, and Julie E. Patterson, all of De-

catur. Also surviving are her 5 grand-

children, 6 great-grandchildren, and 

grand dog Grayce. 

Marilyn will be remembered and missed 

by all who knew her. 

 

Ida Peabody lived in the large brick bun-

galow next door to our church; ( pres-

ently our parsonage)  in addition, she 

owned 5.5 acres of land adjoining her 

home. She and Rev. and Mrs. Jasper  

(one of our former pastors) became 

friends as they attended to her needs. .  

On New Year’s Day, 1955, she told 

them that she would like to have a 

Methodist Church on her property The 

board accepted her generous gift, and 

she lived to see the church built in 1956. 

Mrs. Peabody died in 1959. Information 

was printed in  the 40th anniversary 

booklet, by Fern Aderman. 

THANK YOU to everyone at Christ UMC 

for the birthday cards and notes. Thanks 

to Rev. Parks, Lea Carls, and Karen Rive-

ra for visiting me on the patio. I enjoyed 

meeting Rev. Parks very much! Also, 

thanks to Karen Rivera for the bouquet 

of carnations. All of you made my 100th 

birthday very special!! 
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On May 18, Christ United Methodist Church received a grant of $500 from the IGRC to  

buy non perishable items for our Parish Pantry.  Karen Rivera did the shopping, and 

Paula Carr and Mary Anne Carr placed the items in the outdoor food pantry at least 

three times each week. The pantry has been used extensively and has benefited many 

families and children in our surrounding neighborhood.  The following chart shows how 

much was spent each week as well as how many items were purchased on each trip to 

the food store. 

 
 

Since the amount of the grant has been spent, we need the congregation to bring 

canned fruit, vegetables, meals (such as mini ravioli, spaghetti and meatballs, Dinty 

Moore stew, and Spam) as well as soup, uncooked spaghetti and cans of sauce, chips, 

Funyons, cereal, and cookies. We were bringing items before the quarantine, and it 

would be great to continue to do that. Paula and Mary Anne gave Karen a shopping list 

that was very helpful; it included items that were popular with those visiting the Parish 

Pantry. Chocolate covered cookies or items that need a lot of preparation are not a 

good idea due to the heat and the fact that many children will be fixing the items for a 

quick and nutritious meal.  

If you are bringing items from your cabinets, please check the freshness date. Also, 

think about the things that are appealing to children. Thanks for your support of this 

community outreach. The originators of this project are Bonnie and Scott Matthews, 

and the Parish Pantry was started in 2017. 

Date Amount Spent Number of Items 

5/26/2020 $77.98 47 

6/3/2020 $80.49 67 

6/13/2020 $87.63 53 

6/29/2020 $119.60 73 

7/10/2020 $139.62 103 

Totals $505.32 343 items 

“If we are ever to enjoy life, now is the time, not tomorrow or next year…. 

Today should always be our most wonderful day.”  Thomas Dreier 
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A few months ago, Scott Matthews, trustee chairman, suggested an article con-
cerning the names of the people who had provided all the items that are a part of 
the building and its furnishings. Most of these were purchased through memorials, 
but some were given in honor of a family member. The list was compiled by Fern 
Aderman for the 40th anniversary of Christ UMC, June 1993. Although many of the 
names listed are no longer with us, it is interesting to read about the dedication of 
members throughout those years. Fern included an important sentence in her 
booklet. She stated that the list was as accurate as possible. However, other infor-
mation can be added as these articles are published in our newsletter. 
There are so many; the list will be continued in the next two or three 
Crusaders. 

 

Chart is listed on page 7 

Christ United Methodist Church is reaching out to the world wide community 

through technology, thanks to Rev. Braden Parks and Jenny Garver.  

For several years, we have had a Facebook page, created by Jenny,  that 

shows photos of activities and announcements of upcoming activities. In order 

to access the Facebook page, a person must ask to join the group and then be 

approved by the administrator of the page, Jenny Garver. 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/decaturchrist  
We have had a web page since 2015 that was created by Mike Carr and Joel 

Hawkinson. Rev. Parks has been updating  it to highlight our church to every-

one who has access to the internet. Our web page address is   

christchurchhome.com 

Besides updated photos of the sanctuary and building, there are links to weekly 

Scripture readings , worship services, and the Crusader.  There are also links 

that tell about the time of worship and Sunday Blast, a calendar of events, and 

a way to donate money online to the church. 

Thanks to Rev. Parks and Jenny for sharing Christ United Methodist with the 

world. We cannot imagine how many people will be encouraged by these 

sources and will accept Jesus as their Savior. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/decaturchrist
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Item In Memory or Honor of Given by 

Parsonage and Land   Ida Peabody 

Christ Window In memory of their par-
ents 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Pride 

Picture, head of 
Christ in parlor 

  Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Quayle 

Tower Chimes In memory of William 
Osborne 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Os-
borne 

Reredos (an ornamental 
screen covering the wall at the 
back of an altar) 

In honor of Rev. and 
Mrs. Floyd Stradley 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Smith 

Original Altar Cross 
and Candleholders 

In memory of Debra 
Osborne 

Charles Osborne family 

Original Pulpit chairs 
and Sunday School 
bulletin board 

  W. A. Burk 

Chancel Candle 
Holders 

  Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Fer-
gason 

Gradine Vase (A raised 
shelf or ledge behind the al-
tar.)  

In honor of W. Murray 
Preston 

Mrs. Jean Preston 

Gradine Candle Hold-
ers 

In memory of Harold 
Dillman 

Mrs. Louise Dillman 

Baptismal Candle 
Holders; refinishing 
piano and organ 

In memory of Mrs. 
Grace Kirk and in hon-
or of Mr. J. J. Kirk 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Phillips 

Pulpit In honor of Rev. Ralph 
Jasper, first Pastor 

  

Baptismal Font In memory of M. A. 
Peabody 

By his wife, Ida 

Pulpit Light In memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Patterson 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patter-
son 

Lectern Light In memory of Leroy 
Stradley 

Mrs. Laura Stradley 

Nave Light ( central 
and principal part of a 
Christian church, ex-
tending from the en-
trance to 
the chancel area around 
the altar) 

  1972-73 Junior High Times 

Nave Trim In memory of daughter, 
Virginia Carmichael 

Mrs. Laura Stradley 

Cross In memory of Glenn 
Quayle and friends 

Mabel and David Quayle 
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4 PAULA CARR 

5 TYSON SISSON 

13 MIKE EPPERSON 

13 BILL WALKER 

17 SHERRI GILMOUR 

21 JOANNE AUSTIN 

21 JOHN MORSE 

22 AMY DENTON 

25 SARA SCROGGINS 

26 BILL MEYER 

28 LINDA THORNTON 

29 LEROY WILLMIRTH 

NO  AUGUST GREETERS SCHEDULED 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS. 

 

FAITH BUILDERS:   LORAINE OSBORNE, LEROY AND 

NORMA WILLMIRTH, IMOGENE SHEPHERD 

CONTINUING CONCERNS:  BARBARA BOYD,  DON AND 

HARRIETT WALL, CHARLES AND JOANNE AUSTIN, VIR-

GINIA HUMPHREY 

PRESENT CONCERNS:  BOB PATTERSON AND THE PAT-

TERSON FAMILY, SHARON COLEMAN, JEFF,  BARBARA 

BOYD AND FAMILY AT THE PASSING OF HER BROTHER, 

JIM KALAPIS. SAFE TRAVEL FOR MICHELLE AND LUKE 

PARKS. 

REMEMBER ALL MEDICAL STAFF, FIRST RESPONDERS, 

AND CARE GIVERS AS THEY CONTINUE TO DEAL WITH 

THE PANDEMIC. 

6   DAN AND AMY DENTON 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

AUGUST 8, 10 AM     PLANNING MEETING . EVERYONE WELCOME. 

UMW RUMMAGE SALE  SEPTEMBER 11 AND 12.  YOU NAME IT—IT’S PROBABLY FOR 

SALE.   TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO COME TO OUR SALE!! 
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